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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 994  

By  DeBerry J 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to recognize Eileen Bernstorf on the occasion of 

her retirement. 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to 

specially recognize those outstanding teachers who have devoted their careers to providing the 

highest quality education for Tennessee's students; and 

 WHEREAS, Eileen Bernstorf is one such estimable educator, who, having served with 

distinction for many years as the head of Montessori Academy, began a much deserved 

retirement at the beginning of 2010; and 

WHEREAS, this brilliant woman used her tenacious spirit and stalwart determination to 

bring the extraordinary vision of Montessori Academy to life and serves as a role model for 

women everywhere who wish to raise thriving children while enjoying a successful career; and  

WHEREAS, born in Butler, Indiana, Eileen E. Carpenter Bernstorf began her education 

in a two-room country schoolhouse; after winning a scholarship to Purdue University, she 

earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Textile Chemistry in the early 1940s, receiving a four-

year degree in the sciences at a time when few women finished college; and  

WHEREAS, in 1944, Eileen Bernstorf was joined in holy matrimony with E.C. “Cran” 

Bernstorf, and their blessed union produced four wonderful children, the late Robert C. 

Bernstorf, Linda S. Bernstorf, Steven W. Bernstorf, and James R. Bernstorf; and   

WHEREAS, Dr. and Mrs. Bernstorf and their four children headed for Karachi, Pakistan, 

in 1958 for Dr. Bernstorf to become part of the Indiana University School of Medicine Jinnah 

Postgraduate Medical Center Project, and, while Dr. Bernstorf taught post-graduate medical 

doctors, Mrs. Bernstorf taught science at the Trinity Methodist High School for Girls, working 

assiduously to motivate her students to reach their full potential, both as scholars and as 

citizens; and 
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 WHEREAS, returning to the United States in 1963, the young family settled in Nashville 

where Dr. Bernstorf accepted a teaching position at Meharry Medical College, and Eileen 

Bernstorf, a caring and devoted mother, focused on raising their children; and  

WHEREAS, already known as an extremely talented and compassionate educator, Mrs. 

Bernstorf was attracted to the Montessori-style of education, an innovative educational method 

of observing and supporting the natural development of children by helping youngsters develop 

creativity, problem solving, and critical thinking and time-management skills; and 

WHEREAS, with her rare ability to transform a vision into a dynamic academic 

achievement, Eileen Bernstorf established the first Montessori school in Nashville in 1967 with 

the help of her neighbor; after her friend moved away, Mrs. Bernstorf became the director and 

eventually the owner of the Montessori Centre, a Montessori preschool located on Granny 

White Pike; and  

WHEREAS, possessing an unquenchable thirst for knowledge, Mrs. Bernstorf returned 

to school in 1982, graduating with a Master’s degree in Education with a focus on Montessori 

education from Xavier University; and  

WHEREAS, Mrs. Bernstorf’s vision for Montessori education in Middle Tennessee 

continued to expand, and, by 1985, she and Dr. Bernstorf had purchased twenty-four acres of 

farm land in the Brentwood area with the intention of building a school that encompassed pre-

school through middle school; and  

WHEREAS, today, the Montessori Academy is one of the largest Montessori schools in 

the United States, consisting of five buildings and fifty thousand square feet, and is the only 

school in the Middle Tennessee area that is accredited by the American Montessori Society 

(AMS) and the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS), a direct result of Mrs. 

Bernstorf’s insistence upon upholding the highest academic standards; and  

WHEREAS, Mrs. Bernstorf relinquished her leadership responsibilities at the Academy 

to her daughter, Linda Bernstorf, in 2004, and, in the early part of 2010, retired to her home 

office, where she continues to write about Montessori education and practice; and  

WHEREAS, in addition to her own work at the Montessori Academy, Mrs. Bernstorf has 

made a huge impact on the Montessori community at-large, inspiring and educating esteemed 

Montessori leaders, Dr. Merrie King, now the head of the Belmont University Montessori 
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program; Dr. Myron Pitts, who established Hull Jackson Montessori School, the first public 

Montessori school in Nashville; and Terri Sampson, head of Lamplighter Montessori School in 

Memphis and director of the Memphis Montessori Institute for Montessori Training; and   

WHEREAS, no stranger to honors and accolades, Eileen Bernstorf was honored by 

Bank of America as a “Local Hero” in 2006 for her contributions to education and to the city of 

Nashville, and a grant of $5,000 was donated by Bank of America to the Montessori Academy in 

her honor; and  

 WHEREAS, Mrs. Bernstorf exemplifies the spirit and allegiance to family and community 

that are characteristic of a true Tennessean; and 

 WHEREAS, throughout her estimable career, Eileen Bernstorf has demonstrated the 

utmost professionalism, ability, and integrity, winning the unbridled respect and admiration of 

her colleagues and students alike; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that we applaud Eileen Bernstorf for her numerous contributions to the 

Montessori community and the children of Tennessee, extend to her our heartfelt wishes for a 

happy and fulfilling retirement, and wish her every continued success in all her future 

endeavors. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


